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Media Release No. 16

Local Authority Elections —17.03.2011

Notification for the information of the
Public regarding Rejection of
nomination papers of 66 local authorities

2047 nomination papers were received for the forthcoming elections to local authorities.
452 of them were rejected in terms of provisions in the Local Authorities Elections Ordinance
(Chapter 262).

Writ application have been filed in the Court of Appeal in regard to rejection of
nominations in 64 local authorities. These applications are now pending in courts. On
18.02.2011, interim orders were issued in regard to Pradeshiya Sabhas of Akuressa, Akmeemana
and Moneragala. No further action with regard to the conduct of the poll in these Sabhas can
therefore be taken.

Meanwhile, arrangements were made to issue ballot papers postal voters on 25.02.2011
and the marking of postal ballots are scheduled for 8™ and 9™ March. If the postal ballot papers
were not issued on 25 February, the delivery of the ballot papers to the certifying officers and
getting them back by 17% March after marking would not have been possible. Poll cards which
have to be handed over to the post offices by 1%t March cannot also be postponed. The Returning
Officers therefore had no alternative but to postpone the poll in these local authorities.

At the local authority held in 2006, while writ application No. CA/265/2006 against the
rejection of a nomination paper and other petitions in respect of a few other local authorities
were pending, the arrangements continued uninterrupted with ballot papers being printed and
postal ballot papers issued. The Honorable Court issued interim orders preventing the holding of
elections even though court was informed that postal ballot papers have been issued. Hence the
packets containing postal ballot papers had to be recalled from Certifying Officers. If no
decision was taken to postpone elections in the 64 local authorities until the decision of the court
was known, recalling of postal ballot papers would have caused a lot of inconvenience at a heavy
cost and waste of energy. Further in the process of collecting postal ballot papers there could
have been some malpractices.

The reason for the rejection were explained to the Secretaries of political parties in the
presence of election observers organizations at a meeting held on 22.02.2011.

At the meeting the Secretaries of parties were also informed that prior to the
commencement of nomination they were informed in writing of the requirements in preparation
of nomination papers, delivery of nomination papers and the relevant legal provisions. In many
democratic countries including India, there is a law to prevent legal proceedings after receipt of
nominations and till the election results are announced. In Sri Lanka there is no such legislation
and as such Department has to respect and comply with orders of the judiciary. The Secretaries
of political parties were also informed that the Commissioner of Elections has submitted to the
Parliamentary Select Committee on Electoral Reforms in 2003 the need to enact amendments to
election laws, including this matter.

In these circumstances it is regrettable that Secretaries of some of the political parties
and spokesmen of various organizations making baseless criticism of the Department at Media
briefings and public meetings about the postponement of elections in 64 local authorities. The
Department wishes to make it clear that it did not postpone the elections with a view of
benefiting any political party or independent group and that at no time has it shown special
attention to any party or group.

Dayananda Dissanayake
Commissioner of Elections
Elections Secretariat,
Sarana Mawatha,
Rajagirya
February 25, 2011.
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