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MEDIA RELEASE NO: 22

Parliamentary Election — 08.04.2010
Instructions to Certifying Officers regarding
MARKING OF POSTAL BALLOT PAPERS

The marking of postal ballot papers by postal voters will be held on 25"
and 26™ March, 2010 at the offices of various Certifying Officers situated all over
the country.

2. Places at which marking of postal votes are treated in the manner in which
a normal polling station functions.

3. Admission should be strictly limited to the Certifying Officer and his staff,
postal voters, two duly authorized polling agents and an observer each of
PAFFREL and CMEV. Polling Agents should not be members of the staff of the
institution or the office of the Certifying Officer. Any officer sent by the Returning
Officer to supervise the proceedings should also be permitted to remain inside.
Police officers deployed for security could also remain nearby.

4. One candidate of each political party and independent group contesting in
election could also observe the process. No other person such as representatives
of trade unions, political parties, NGOO should be permitted inside.

5. Any banners, cut outs, posters, political party flags or other publicity
material of a political party, independent group or of a candidate should not be
displayed in the room, approaching area, premises or immediate vicinity of the
marking centre.

6. Cellular telephones, firearms, weapons, cameras are not allowed inside
the room. Photographing of the centre will not be allowed.

y & Facilities should be made available for the voters to mark the ballot paper
in secret. Marked ballot paper should be folded by the voter and inserted into the
envelope “B"” in the presence af the Certifying Officer. The Certifying Officer
should seal the envelope “B”, enclose it in envelope “A” and attach the
completed form of declaration of identity to the envelop. The sealed insured
packets should be delivered to the Post Office on the same day. Envelopes
containing ballot papers should not be dropped into the Post Box.

8. Any voter who attempts to show his marked ballot paper or any person
who influences voters to show the marked ballot paper commits an offence under
the Parliamentary Elections Act.

Dayananda Dissanayake
Commissioner of Elections

Elections Secretariat,
Sarana Mawatha,
Rajagiriya 10107
March 23, 2010



