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PRESS RELEASE

It has been a subject of constant enquiry as to why there has been a reduction of the
number of Members of Parliament representing Jaffna Electoral District from 10
members to 6 according to the Gazette Notification 1715/4 dated 18.07.2011 of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka issued by the Commissioner of Elections
under the Article 98(8) of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri
[Lanka.

The number of Members of Parliament of the Democratic Socialist Republic as per the
Constitution stands as 225. According to Article 99A of the Constitution of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, the number of members elected under the
national list is 29. This number is calculated according to the total number polled and
of votes obtained by each party or Independent Group.

Articles 96, 97 & 98 of the Constitution stipulate as to how the balance 196 memberships
are divided among the electoral districts. According to the Constitution, there are Nine
Provinces and according to the Article 96 (4) each Province shall be entitled to return
four Members. The number of Members allocated to each clectoral district is stipulated
in the Special Gazette Notification 123/3 dated 15.01.1981, based on the
recommendation of the Delimitation Commission appointed on 29.11.1978. According
to that Gazette Notification, under Article 96 (4) the allocation for Electoral District No
10 Jaffna (Jaffna Administrative District + Kilinochchi Administrative District *) is one
(1). In the case of Electoral District No 11 Vanni, which combined the three
Administrative Districts of Mannar, Vavuniya and Mullaitivu, the allocation under
Article 96 (4) is three (3). Since this Gazette Notification has been issued by the
President based on the recommendations of the Delimitation Commission, the
Commissioner of Elections has no authority to alter the number/s already allocated.

The other 160 members are expected to rotate amongst electoral districts in proportion
to the number of registered electors. Article 98 requires the Commissioner of Elections
to make this determination at the conclusion of every annual revision of electoral
registers. Once the calculation is done for each electoral district the total number of
Members of Parliament appointed under Article 96(4) and 98 is published under Article
98(8) of the Constitution.

According to electoral register for the year 2009 there were 816,005 registered voters in
Jaffna Electorate. According to Article 98 nine Members were elected and according to
Article 96(4) another Member was elected amounting to total number of 10. But when
preparing the clectoral registers for the year 2010 the names of people not residing in
Jaffna Electoral District had to be omitted and the total number of registered voters was
reduced to 484,709. According to Article 98 of the Constitution the number of Members
allocated to Jaffna District stood as five and under Article 96(4) another one was added
resulting in the total number of Members as six. In the same manner, there are three
Members for Vanni Electoral District under Article 98 and another three were
appointed under sub article 96(4) making it a total of six.



F'rom the middle of 1980s up to the vear 2010 there was no house-to-house enumeration
of the voters in most areas in the Northern Province and the number of voters already
registered in the previous year was retained continuously in the registers. However
new names of those who completed 18 years were added to the register based on the
data and information received from Grama Niladharis.

In the revision of electoral register 2010, there was house-to-house enumeration in most
of other areas of Jaffna and Vanni except in few areas. Names of pcople not residing in
their places of residence were omitted and the names of those who were eligible to be
included in the register were included.

Names of citizens of Sri Lanka , who are abroad, were added when particulars were
furnished by the chief occupant or any member of the family. In certain areas where
their former places of residence were not desirable for occupancy by civilians due to
non clearance of landmines and undesirable for human occupancy were left in the
electoral register as in the previous year. As a result a large number of names of
registered voters had to be omitted due to their settlement elsewhere or their absence
from the area. In the circumstance, the number of Members had to be reduced to 5 in
the Jaffna District according to the provisions in the Article 98 of the Constitution and
the total number of Members elected stands as 6 including the allocation under Article
96(4). The remaining number of members is distributed among the other electoral
districts based on the number of registered voters in those electoral districts.

Commissioner of Flections has to make this determination at the conclusion of every
annual revision of electoral registers. Once the calculation is done for each electoral
district the total number of Members of Parliament appointed under Article 96(4) and
98 is published under Article 98(8) of the Constitution. It is emphasized that the
Commissioner of Elections is bound to carry out the constitutional duties expected of
him and has no discretion to allocate more or reduce Members from any electoral
district.

In order to elaborate that this process of determination has been the practice in the past,
a report based on the gazette notifications published since the year 1985 to 2010 is
annexed herewith. For further classification and reference, log on to the website of the
Department of Elections www slelections@gov. lk.

Mahinda Deshapriva
Commissioner of Elections

*During the period the Delimitation Committee was in progress, Kilinochchi District
belonged to Jaffna District.
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